
 
 

Proposal for Course Change 
 
1.  Course change effective beginning of what term and year?  
      (ex. Spring 2005, Summer 2005) Fall 2006 
 
2. College Engineering and Natural Sciences 3. Academic Unit (Department) Biological Sciences 
 
4. Current course subject/catalog number BIO 205 
 
5. Current catalog title, course description, and units (credit hours). (20-30 words) 
BIO 205 Microbiology 4 units. Basic concepts of microbiology emphasizing the characteristics of pathogenic 
microorganisms, disease mechanisms, the immune response, vaccinations and other public health procedures. 
Intended for students in the biological sciences and health professions. 3 hrs. lecture, 3 hrs. lab.  Recommended: 
CHM 130 or 151.  Prerequisite: BIO 181 or BIO 181H and Corequisite: BIO 305W 
 
 
          
           Complete section 6 with PROPOSED CHANGES ONLY. 
 
6.        6a. Proposed course subject /catalog number  6b. Proposed units (credit hours)  
                     6a.1.  If subject/catalog number change, is there a course fee attached to the current subject/catalog number 
                               that needs to be moved?  If yes, please attach a Justification Form for Instructional Fees indicating the 
                               new course subject/catalog number change. 
  
            6c. Proposed to co-convene with  
                        (must be approved by UGC before UCC) 
            6d. Proposed to cross-list with  
                        (must be approved by UGC before UCC) 
            6e. Proposed long course title  
                       
            6f. Proposed short course title 
                 (maximum of 30 characters including spaces)   
 
            6g. Proposed catalog course description (20-30 words) 
 
BIO 205 Microbiology 4 units. Fundamental microbiology emphasizing structure and function of organisms, 
aspects of microbial diversity, pathogenic microorganisms, disease mechanisms and immune response.  For 
students majoring in microbiology and those in the health professions. 3 hrs. lecture, 3 hrs. lab. Recommended: 
Chm 130 or 151. Prerequisite: BIO 181 or 181 H.  Corequisite: BIO 305W 
 
 
            6h. Proposed grading option:  Letter grade             or pass /fail   
                     or both  (If both, the course may only be offered one way for each respective section.) 
 
              6i.  May course be repeated for additional units (credit hours)?           yes            no      
               6.i.1.  If yes, maximum units (credit hours) allowed?   

Only fill in 
what is 
changing.   
 
If 
information 
is remaining 
the same, 
leave the 
section 
blank. 
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               6.i.2.  If yes, may course be repeated for additional units (credit hours) in the same term? (ex. BIO 300, PES  
                         100) 
                                 yes  no   
   
 
               6j.  Please check ONE of the following that most appropriately describes the proposed course changes: 
               Lecture and lab(combined)        Lecture only     Lab only      Recitation   
               Clinical        Research  Seminar  Field studies        Independent Study   
               Activity       Supervision        
 
               6k.  Proposed contact hours of lecture weekly  Contact hours of lab weekly  
 
               6l. Proposed prerequisites (must be completed before)  
 
               6m.  Proposed corequisites (must be completed with)  
 
               6n.  If course has no requisites, will all sections of the course require: (check one)                                                    
                     Instructor consent          Academic unit (department) consent          No consent   
 
7.  Is this course a Liberal Studies Course?                 yes X         no   
     If yes, will it retain the same block?                       yes X         no   
     If no, please forward to Liberal Studies for a new designation. 
     Comments:    
 
8. Is course currently cross listed or co-convened?     yes           no X  
                              If yes, list course    
                              Will this continue?   
 
9. Is course an elective?  or required for an academic plan? X  

               If required, for what academic plan? 

Will be required for Microbiology BS 
degree students in both modified emphasis 
areas (biomedical microbiology and applied 
and environmental microbiology). Also 
required for BS in Biology (pre-health 
professions extended major) 

 

              If required, also submit Proposal for New Plan or Plan Change. Plan change proposal form is being 
submitted for the 2 proposed emphasis areas in Microbiology BS program. 
 
10. Will other courses or academic units (departments), be affected by this change?  (Consider prerequisites, degree    
       requirements, etc.)      yes  no X  
               If yes, explain in the justification and provide supporting documentation from the affected departments. 
 
11. Does this change affect community college articulation?  yes  no X  
                  If yes, explain how in the justification and provide supporting documentation from the affected institutions. 
 
                  Is the course a Common Course as defined by your Articulation Task Force?  yes X no  
                  If yes, has the change been approved by the Articulation Task Force?  yes  no X  
 
                  If this course has been listed in the Course Equivalency Guide, should that listing   
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 be left as is,  X      or be revised?   
                  If revised, how should it be revised?  
12. Justification for course change, including unique features if applicable. 
The NAU Department of Biological Sciences offers a Bachelors of Science Degree in Microbiology.  The current 
Microbiology program consists of two emphases, Pre-Health Professions and General Microbiology.  The Cell, 
Molecular and Microbiology (CMMB) group of the department are charged with periodic review and oversight 
of the Microbiology program curriculum.  Recently attempts have been made by the CMMB group to update the 
program in order to offer our students more flexible curricular options and degree options ideally suited for entry 
into 21st century careers or graduate programs.  We are therefore proposing 2 modified emphasis areas within 
the program, Biomedical Microbiology and Applied and Environmental Microbiology.  These emphasis areas will 
replace the existing areas.  The curricular requirements within each new emphasis area are being revised, with 
pivotal new courses being developed and a few key substitutions also planned.   
 
In the context of this curricular revision and in acknowledgement of substantially declining enrollments in 
introductory course for Microbiology majors (BIO 220) over the past several years, we propose to eliminate BIO 
220 (separate course deletion proposal being submitted concomitantly).  In the new curricular plans, BIO 205, 
Microbiology, will serve as the introductory course for all microbiology majors as well as pre-health biology 
majors.  The syllabus for 205 is being modified appropriately, and the modified course description shown here 
(part 6) reflects the direction of the new course content.  BIO 205 will still include biomedical information, but 
will be broadened somewhat to provide appropriate introductory information for all microbiology students, 
including those pursuing the Applied and Environmental Emphasis Area.  These modifications will not affect any 
aspect of course articulation within the state of Arizona system.  In fact, the proposed course description more 
closely matches those of ASU,UA, and state-wide community college BIO 205 courses than does the current 
description. 
 
13. Approvals 
 

Department Chair (if appropriate)                                                                                                                                Date 
 
 
Chair of college curriculum committee                                                                                                                        Date 
 
 
Dean of college                                                                                                                                                             Date 
 
For Committee use only 
 

For University Curriculum Committee                                                                                                                         Date 
Or University Graduate Committee 
 
 
Action taken: 

 
approved as submitted 

 
approved as modified 

 

 
Note:  Submit original to associate provost’s office.  That office will provide copies to college dean, department chair, registrar’s office, and Academic 
Information Office. 
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