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SOUTHWESTERN TRIBAL CLIMATE 

CHANGE SUMMIT THREE DAY 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

SEPTEMBER 19 - 21, 2017 AT THE UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO 

 

DAY 1: SEPTEMBER 19, 2017  

● Registration 

● Welcome  

● Keynote Speakers 

● Climate Change Breakout Sessions 

● Lunch (provided) 

● Climate Theater 

● Climate Café + Optional Tours 

● Networking and Evening Reception 

 
 
DAY 2: SEPTEMBER 20, 2017 

● Keynote Speakers 

● Field trip to Living Coast Discovery Center and San Diego Bay National Wildlife Refuge 

● Lunch (provided) 

 
 
DAY 3: SEPTEMBER 21, 2017 

● Community Forum and Collaborative Art Display 
● Tribal Leadership Panel Discussion 

● Closing Remarks and Convocation  

● Lunch (provided) 
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SOUTHWESTERN TRIBAL CLIMATE 

CHANGE SUMMIT AGENDA 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2017 

  
7:30 am & 7:45 am 
Best Western Plus 
Hacienda Old Town 
 
7:00 am – 8:30 am 

Bus Transportation to the University of San Diego - Institute for Peace & Justice  
 
 
 
Registration 

Rotunda Coffee and Refreshments 
Room A Climate Café Set Up 
  
8:30 am – 9:35 am 
Theater 

Opening Blessing 
➢ Paul Cuero, Jr., Campo Kumeyaay Nation 

 Welcome/Overview  
➢ Nikki Cooley, Diné Nation, Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals  
➢ Rob Roy, La Jolla Band of Luiseño Indians 

Keynote Speaker 
➢ Juana Majel-Dixon, Pauma-Yuima Band of Mission Indians 

 
 
 
9:35 am – 9:45 am  

Breakout Session Overview 
➢ Nikki Cooley, Diné Nation, Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals  

 
Break 

  
9:45 am – 10:45 am Breakout Session 1 
Room B Session 1B: Natural Resources  

➢ Erica Fleishman, University of California Davis  
➢ Joe Hostler, The Yurok Tribe 
➢ Megan Jennings, San Diego State University 

Room C Session 1C: Energy/Infrastructure  
➢ Larry Dale, Berkeley Lawrence Livermore Lab 
➢ Michael Connolly, Campo Kumeyaay Nation 
➢ Guido Franco, California Energy Commission 

Room D Session 1D: Financing 
➢ Gordon McCord, University of California San Diego  
➢ Shasta Gaughen, Pala Band of Mission Indians 
➢ Chad Marchand, Native Nations Climate Adaptation Program 

  
10:45 am – 11:00 am Break 
  
11:00 am – 12:00 pm Breakout Session 2 
Room B Session 2B: Fire  

➢ Jon Keeley, US Geological Survey 
➢ Randy Sandoval, Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians 
➢ Kris Preston,  San Diego Management and Monitoring Program 
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Room C Session 2C: Food Security 
➢ Carolyn Cook, CA Department of Food and Agriculture 
➢ Lillian Hill, Hopi Tribe, Hopi Tutskwa Permaculture Institute 
➢ Roberto Nutlouis, Diné Nation, Black Mesa Water Coalition 

Room D Session 2D: Communication/ Outreach 
➢ Tamara Wall, Desert Research Institute  
➢ Althea Walker, Gila River Indian Community 
➢ Alex Warneke, Climate Science Alliance  South Coast 

  
12:00 pm – 1:30 pm Lunch (provided) and Networking 
Garden of the Sea  
  
1:30 pm – 2:30 pm Breakout Session 3 
Room B Session 3B: Drought 

➢ Julie Kalansky, California Nevada Climate Applications Program 
➢ Priscilla Pavatea & Robinson Honani, Hopi Tribe 
➢ Selso Villegas, Tohono O’odham Nation 

Room C Session 3C: Public Health 
➢ Kristen Guirguis, Scripps Institution of Oceanography 
➢ Daniel Calac, Indian Health Council 
➢ Kathy Dervin, Climate and Health Consultant 

Room D Session 3D: How Governments Are Adapting 
➢ Kate Barba, Scripps Institution of Oceanography 
➢ Lynn Rae, Native Nations Climate Adaptation Program 
➢ Nuin-Tara Key, CA Governor’s Office of Planning & Research 

  
2:30 pm – 2:45 pm Break/Climate Café Set Up 
  
2:45 pm – 3:15 pm Climate Theater 
Theater  
  
3:15 pm – 4:45 pm Climate Café + Optional Tours (Kumeyaay Garden and Indian Art Gallery) 
Rooms A & B  
  
4:45 pm –6:00 pm Networking and Evening Reception 
Garden of the Sea 
 
6:00 pm & 6:15 pm 
USD-IPJ 

 
 
Bus Transportation to Best Western Plus Hacienda Old Town 
 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2017 

  
7:30 am & 7:45 am 
Best Western Plus 
Hacienda Old Town 
 
8:30 am – 10:30 am 

Bus Transportation to the University of San Diego - Institute for Peace & Justice 
 
 
 
Overview of Day’s Agenda 
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Theater ➢ Amber Pairis, Climate Science Alliance South Coast 
 Keynote Speakers 

➢ Cynthia Gomez, California Governor’s Tribal Advisor & Executive Secretary-
Native American Commission 

➢ Gillian Hayes, Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria 
➢ Nikki Cooley, Diné Nation, Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals  
➢ Adrian Herder, Diné Nation - To Nizhoni Ani 
➢ Josie Moulding & ArriAnna Henry - Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes, 

E.A.G.L.E.S - Arlee High School, Montana 
  
10:30 am – 11:00 am Break and Board Buses: Living Coast Discovery Center and San Diego Bay NWR 
  
11:30 am – 1:00 pm Lunch at Living Coast Discovery Center + Overview of Activities   
LCDC picnic tables ➢ Lunch provided by Taquizas Los Chuchys - Food Truck 
 Welcome 

➢ Andy Yuen, San Diego Bay National Wildlife Refuge 
➢ Ben Vallejos, Living Coast Discovery Center 
➢ Amber Pairis, Climate Science Alliance South Coast 

 
1:00 pm – 3:50 pm Group Rotations Start  
  

1:00 pm – 1:50 pm Green Group at Station 1: Drought and Fire (meet at LCDC Auditorium) 
➢ Wesley G. Ruise, Jr, La Jolla Reservation 
➢ Sasha Gershunov, Scripps Institute of Oceanography 
➢ Amanda Grant, Living Coast Discovery Center  

 Orange Group at Station 2: Native Plants and Pollinators (meet at SDBNWR Resource 
Room) 

➢ Richard Bugbee, Kumeyaay Indian Nation 
➢ Debbie Good, US Fish and Wildlife Service 
➢ Janani Sivasankaran, Living Coast Discovery Center 

 Blue Group at Station 3: Sea Level Rise (meet in front of LCDC) 
➢ Norrie Robbins, Kumeyaay Indian Nation 
➢ Dan Cayan, Scripps Institute of Oceanography 
➢ Lisa Cox, San Diego Bay National Wildlife Refuge 
➢ Marc Doalson, San Diego Gas & Electric 

  
1:50 pm – 2:00 pm Break and Change Stations 

  
2:00 pm – 2:50 pm Blue Group at Station 1: Drought and Fire  

 Green Group at Station 2: Native Plants and Pollinators 
 Orange Group at Station 3: Sea Level Rise 

  
2:50 pm – 3:00 pm Break and Change Stations 

  
3:00 pm – 3:50 pm Orange Group at Station 1: Drought and Fire  

 Blue Group at Station 2: Native Plants and Pollinators 
 Green Group at Station 3: Sea Level Rise 

  
3:50 pm – 4:45 pm Break and Extra Time to Tour Living Coast Discovery Center 
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4:45 pm – 5:00 pm  
 
5:00 pm –5:30 pm 
 
 

Board buses and return to USD 
 
Bus Transportation to Best Western Plus Hacienda Old Town & University of San Diego 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2017 
  
7:30 am & 7:45 am 
Best Western Plus 
Hacienda Old Town 
 
8:30 am – 8:45 am 
Theater 
 
8:45 am - 10:45 am 
Theater 
 

Bus Transportation to University of San Diego - Institute for Peace & Justice 
 
 
 
Welcome: Final Day Overview & Introductions to Moderators 

➢ Tej Attili, La Jolla Band of Luiseño  Indians 
 
Community Forum and Collaborative Art Display 

➢  Andy Pendoley, MIG 
➢ Shasta Gaughen, Pala Band of Mission Indians 

  
10:45 am – 11:00 am Break 
  
11:00 am - 11:15 am 
Theater 
 
11:15 am – 12:45 pm 
Theater 
 
 
 
 
 
 

➢ Nilmini Silva-Send, Climate Education Partners - University of San Diego  
 
 
Tribal Leadership Panel 

➢ Moderator: Rob Roy, La Jolla Band of Luiseño  Indians  
➢ Eric Descheennie, Diné Nation, Arizona House of Representatives 
➢ Shelly Fyant, Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribal Council 
➢ Octaviana Trujillo, Pascua Yaqui Tribe & Northern Arizona University 
➢ David Toler, Jr., San Pasqual Band of Mission Indians 

Closing Remarks and Convocation 
➢ Paul Cuero, Jr., Campo Kumeyaay Nation 

  
12:45 pm – 2:00 pm Lunch (provided) 
Garden of the Sea 
 
2:00 pm & 2:30 pm            
USD-IPJ 

➢ Southern California Tribal Climate Workgroup    
 
Bus Transportation to Best Western Plus Hacienda Old Town    
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