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TRIBAL PRINCIPLES FOR CLIMATE LEGISLATION 
 

• Indian tribes, as defined in the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance 

Act, must be sovereign partners in assessing and addressing the problem of climate 

change at the national and international levels.  Legislation must accord tribes, and 

other indigenous peoples worldwide, at least the status and rights recognized in the 

U.N. Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and other international law. 

 

• Indian tribes shall be provided equitable access to the same financial and technical 

resources provided to states and local governments, without having to obtain treatment-

as-a-state (TAS) status or meet a similar burden, to access such resources. 

 

• Indian tribes shall be provided adequate resources by the federal government to enable 

them to assess the adverse impacts of climate change on their culture and resources, 

and in partnership with others, where appropriate, to address those impacts through 

adaptation and mitigation measures that will ensure the integrity of their cultures, 

homelands, infrastructures, services, natural resources, and off-reservation resources. 

These resources shall specifically include those necessary to gather the traditional tribal 

knowledge necessary to this process, with this knowledge given proper weight in 

assessing and addressing climate change. 

 

• A set-aside of direct monies or allowances, amounting to five percent of the value of all 

allowances provided for under the legislation, shall be made available for distribution 

to Indian tribes.  In accordance with a negotiated rulemaking process, a federal-tribal 

advisory committee shall design and manage a program for the implementation of 

mitigation and adaptation strategies to address climate change, which shall include 

criteria as to how tribes would qualify for a monetary or allowance distribution.  Tribes 

shall have their choice of direct monies or allowances, and considerable discretion in 

how to use such monies or allowances. This set-aside is justified by the 

disproportionate impact of climate change on tribes, the difficult economic situation of 

many tribes, the fact that their survival as peoples depends on safeguarding their 

resources on and off tribal lands, and the federal trust responsibility to tribes. 

 

• Indian tribes shall have direct, open access to the necessary resources to actively 

engage in renewable energy development, enact and implement energy efficiency 

building codes, and provide green job transition assistance for tribal members. 

 

• The federal tax code shall allow Indian tribes to take advantage of opportunities 

available to other entities. 

 

• Indian tribes shall have direct open access to the necessary resources to improve their 

transportation, health, housing, water, and other infrastructures.  

 

• Alaska Native Villages shall have direct, open access to funding and technical 

assistance to relocate those communities threatened by climate change, with their free 

prior and informed consent. 

 

• Indian tribes shall have direct, open access to the resources provided for under any 

offsets program.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


