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Introduction
Leonard Sabatino

Eight Northern Indian Pueblos Council, Inc.

Office of Environmental Technical Assistance 

Underground Storage Tank Program

4 Years

Originally from Philadelphia Pennsylvania

Geo-Environmental Studies 2001 

9 years at the Los Alamos National Laboratory



19 pueblos 

2 tribes

New Mexico, Region 6 

Served by ENIPC’s 
UST Program.

46 UST Facilities 
within the external 
boundaries of 
tribal land. 

www.newmexico.org

Ysleta del Sur



No New Installations, But lots of talk 
and lots of imagination.



Permanent Closure
Average about 1-2 every 5 years.   
Contractor safety is a challenge.



Permanent Closure
How about a Safety Pause?!

Contractor’s judgement can be questionable.



Permanent Closure
Almost done.

Did anybody inert the tanks?



Eight Northern Indian Pueblos Council   
Underground Storage Tank Program 

How we are assisting the tribal and 
pueblo            

UST facilities 
in 

NEW MEXICO
today.



Compliance Assistance for Pueblos 
and Tribes in New Mexico.



What are we up to:

*All assistance visits are on-site training visits 

that may take up to 7 Hours! 
*Define the requirements for leak detection 
and leak prevention.
*Define the facility equipment.
*Communicate consistently. 
*Have Patience. Lots of Patience.
*Follow up with reminders, due dates for line 
testing and corrosion protection testing. 



Operating properly? Good record keeping? 
Compliance? If not, check your email…

















Typical Owner/Operator ENIPC Training AGENDA

o Welcome, Introductions and Purpose.

o UST Program Overview.

o UST Program Definitions.

o UST Systems: Tanks, Piping, and Sump Areas.

o Submersible Turbine Pumps.

o Dispensers.

o Underground Storage Tank Federal Regulations and Requirements.

o UST Program Scope.

o UST System: Design, Construction, Installation and Notification.

o General Operating Requirements.

o Leak Testing/Release Detection.

o Release Reporting, Investigation and Confirmation.

o Release Response and Corrective Action for UST Systems.

o Out of Service UST Systems and UST Facility Closure.

o Financial Responsibility.

o NEW UST Regulations. Safety. Site Walk Through and Evaluation.



Owner/Operator Training

Average number of participants: 15-25.



1-3 Owner/Operator Trainings
per year.



Owner/Operator Training      

Incorporate a Site Walkthrough.



Identifying Equipment.



Every Facility is Unique









Tank pad next to dispensers, where traffic flows=





Tanks away from traffic flow=





Tank Manifolding

2 Compartment Tank mani-folded to 2 compartments 
of a 3 compartment tank. 2-Interstitial Monitors 
provide leak detection for all 5 tanks.



Double-Walled STI-P3 Tanks. Interstitial Monitoring, 
installation 1998.

Mechanical Line leak Detectors.



Contractors Didn’t Install Interstitial Monitoring!

Double Walled Clad Tanks and Double walled FRP piping.

Ball Float overfill protection. Electronic Line leak detectors. 

Triple compartment and Double Compartment tanks = 5 
Tanks.



Every Facility is unique, challenging, 
interesting, and in need of a lot of 

assistance!



Leonard Sabatino
lsabatino@enipc.org

505-692-8772
Questions? 

Thank you EPA, tribes and pueblos!

mailto:lsabatino@enipc.org

